
Management of Needle–Stick/Sharp Injuries 

 High risk procedures: 

E.g. 

• Giving local anesthesia 
• Recapping syringes 
• During periodontal debridement using  scalers, curettes and ultrasonic scaler tips 
• Suturing 
• During  laboratory work 

 

What you should do? 

a) Immediate actions to manage the injury site: 
 

 

Stop the procedure immediately

Wash the puncture area thoroughly 
with soap & running water

Do not apply pressure to the injury 
site, allow it to bleed freely

Dry the wound & cover it with a 
water proof dressing

Report the incident to your 
supervisor/Consultant



Inform the patient about the injury

Re-evaluate the recorded medical history of the patient

Record the accidental injury with the relevant information on the prick/sharp injury record book 
available at the respective clinic/laboratory/in the Oral surgery clinic 

and obtain the signature from the supervisor/Consultant. All the incidents should be reported 
through Matron/DHP to the Deputy Director/DHP 

Obtain the patient’s consent to withdraw blood sample to investigate the bloodborne pathogens

Blood samples of the patient and of the injured person can be obtained at the Oral medicine laboratory, 
Room No-4 through a request form for the haematological investigations

Present the record to the infection control unit at Teaching Hospital-Peradeniya
(Ground floor, Room No 15, THP Tel: 0812388261-Ext. 589) 

Take the blood samples to the Virology laboratory at National hospital - Kandy with your immunization 
records if available 

(Virology lab; Suwapiyasa, Kappetipola Mw, Kandy. Tel: 0812233343 -Ext.2480)

Follow up the post exposure care accroding to the results of the investigations 

You may need to recheck for bloodborne pathogens in 3-6 months time

 

b) Record keeping and follow up care: 

   

 

 
 

 

 


